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Katya Grineva will play her dream piano this week at
Carneige Hall

_Alittle romance & a Steinway

By BARBARA HOFFMAN

HEN you're billed as “the 'Ro-
mantic pmmst." it's only fm g

you'd fall i in love with ..
piano.

“By chancc,l walkcd into a piano
store after rehearsal last week and
saw it,” says Katya Grineva, "Sucha
beautiful piano! 1 tried it, and it had
this incredible, round sound, like -
Vladimir Horowitz's . .., like a soul.”

There was one catch: the 9-foot,
1881 mahogany Steinway gr'\nd had

_just been sold. Not that Grineva,

who lives in a studio walk-up barely
big enough to hold her baby grand,
could afford such a thing.

But Wednesday night, when shc
performs at Carncgice Hall, she'll get
to play the piano of her dremmns —
thanks toa lhtllt. intervention from

the shop owner, whe's shipping it to
. Carnegie for the occasion.

“Hé said the owner wouldn't
mind,"” she says happily. “Such a
beautiful piano!”

For her third Carnegie Hall ap-
“pearance, the Moscow-born pianist
will perform Shubert, Liszt, Ravel

* and Chopin — romantic composers
all. She'll also play a world premicre

of “Valse de Songes” (Dream Waltz),
by 24-ycar-old Parisian composcr
Laurent Couson.

“It doesn’t sound contemporary at

all,” she says. “Just |auy and Par-
isian ... and romantic.”

Likc many of her cancerts, this one
will benefit a cause; part of the pro-
ceeds will go to the Glaucoma Foun-
dation. In the past, Grineva has

-raised money for the ASPCA and for

the last threc ycars, she's performed
at the NYPD’s memorial breakfast
for the familics of fallen officers.

~“I'love it here,” says Grineva, who
left Russia 1'vears ago on a student
visg and decided to stay. “And [ feel
it's.my destiny to play this music.”

B Katya Grineva performs 8 p.m.

Wednesday at Carneygie Hall. For
tickets, $19 to $67, call (212) 247-7800.



